Joint road safety operations in tunnels and open roads
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Abstract. The objective of the ECOROADS project is to overcome the barrier established by
the formal interpretation of the two Directives 2008/96/EC and 2004/54/EC, which in practice
do not allow the same Road Safety Audits/Inspections to be performed inside tunnels. The
projects aims at the establishment of a common enhanced approach to road infrastructure and
tunnel safety management by using the concepts and criteria of the Directive 2008/96/CE on
road infrastructure safety management and the results of related European Commission (EC)
funded projects. ECOROADS has already implemented an analysis of national practices
regarding Road Safety Inspections (RSI), two Workshops with the stakeholders, and an
exchange of best practices between European tunnel experts and road safety professionals,
which led to the definition of common agreed safety procedures. In the second phase of the
project, different groups of experts and observers applied the above common procedures by
inspecting five European road sections featuring both open roads and tunnels in Belgium,
Albania, Germany, Serbia and Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. This paper shows the
feedback of the 5 joint safety operations and how they are being used for a set of recommendations and guidelines for the application of the RSA and RSI concepts within the
tunnel safety operations.

